SOCIAL AND OTHER STATISTICS.

856. The next table gives the number of convictions for indictable
offences in each province in 1891, tovether with the ages and educa-
tional status of the convicted.
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857. The steady decrease which was apparent during the years 1884,
1885 and 1886 in the number convicted who could neither read nor
write has ceased, for while in 1886 the proportion of these to the total
number was 9-60 per cent ; in 1887 it rose to 15:24 per cent, in 1838
to 14-81 per cent, in 1889 to 1492 per cent, in 1890 to 15-93 per cent,
and in 1891 to 23-18 per cent. More complete returns have probably
something to do with this increase, but they can hardly be held to ac-
count for the whole of it, and it may be that the spread of education
is having a tendency to confine crime more to the ignorant classes.

858. The educational status of criminals in proportion to the total
number convicted during the last five years, is shown below :—
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EpucaTiON. 1887. 1888, \ 1889, 1890. 1891.
Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent.
Superior ............ ... 144 0-98 0-80 0°63 194
Elementary . . 7808 7697 7585 76°97 69°42
Unable to read or write. 1524 14°S1 | 14°92 1593 2318
Not given. . . 524 724 ‘ 8:43 6-47 546




