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856. The n e x t tab le gives t h e n u m b e r of convictions for indic table Age and 
offences in each province in 1891, together w i t h t h e ages and educa- e

o{ g ^ ° n 

t ional s ta tus of t h e convicted. nals. 

AGES AND EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF PERSONS CONVICTED FOR 
INDICTABLE OFFENCES, &c, 1891. 
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857. The steady decrease which was appa ren t dur ing the years 1884, 
1885 and 1886 in t he number convicted who could ne i ther read nor 
wr i te has ceased, for while in 1886 the proport ion of these to t he to ta l 
number was 9-60 per c e n t ; in 1887 i t rose to 15-24 per cent, in 1888 
to 14-81 per cent, in 1889 to 14-92 per cent, in 1890 to 15-93 p e r c e n t , 
and in 1891 to 23-18 pe r cent. More complete r e tu rns have probably 
something to do wi th this increase, bu t they can hard ly be held to ac­
count for t he whole of it, and i t may be t h a t t he spread of educat ion 
is having a tendency to confine crime more to t he ignoran t classes. 

858. The educat ional s t a tu s of criminals in propor t ion t o t h e to ta l 
number convicted dur ing the last five years, is shown below :— 
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